Veterans working to add bronze eagle
to Veterans War Memorial
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With approval from the San Benito City Commission last week, the Veterans Advisory Board is moving
forward on acquiring a stately bronze eagle statue to complement the local War Memorial on Sam
Houston Blvd.
Fundraising efforts for the eagle statue have been ongoing through the sale of commemorative
engraved bricks and black granite engraved benches by the San Benito Veterans Advisory Board. “No
taxpayer funds will be used. It is strictly being paid for through our fundraising,” said Board Chairman
Victor Garza.
“Last week, two local citizens stepped forward to purchase two benches to honor family members
who served in the Military,” according to Garza. The benches are offered at $2,500 each.
They include Jack Ayoub whose family is honoring family members George, Jack and David Ayoub.
Also, Ben Fry is commemorating the service of family members Ben Fry Sr., Ben Fry Jr. and Wilson Fry.
“Their combined efforts added $5,000 to our fund,” Garza said noting also that Fry purchased four
engraved bricks in addition, for an additional $400 to the fund.
“This Veterans War Memorial is dedicated to the men and women from this area who served our
country over the decades, especially those who while at war, were Killed in Action or who are Missing in
Action,” according to Garza.
The eagle statue will be the third bronze piece to be erected in the facility. It is projected to feature a
majestic eagle in flight, carrying an olive branch, symbolizing the desire for worldwide peace. It will be
placed atop a black granite obelisk in the fountain near the entrance to the Memorial.
The first was a Tribute to the Fallen Soldier that features a pair of worn Army boots, M-1 bayonet rifle
with its tip buried in stones, a helmet atop the rifle and dog tags. It sits in the center of the War Memorial.
The second is a Soldier with Duffel Bag, representing the Korean War military. It depicts a uniformed
Army soldier with his possessions in his duffel bag, standing in wait for the train that would take him off
to war.
The Veterans Board is also planning the addition of five black granite markers engraved with the
names of those brave individuals in each of our major wartime actions, Garza said.
“We ask for your generous support. This phase of our project will cost about $50,000,” Garza added.
Anyone with information about local military personnel who were KIA or MIA are asked to contact
Martha McClain, liaison to the Veterans Advisory Board at 956-361-3804 Ext. 301.

